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1. Ms. Hilal Elver, Special Rapporteur on Right to Food, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Switzerland

. FIAN International

. People’s Coalition on Food Sovereignty (PCFS)

. The Arab Network for Food Sovereignty (ANFS)

. Habitat International Coalition (HIC)

. IBON International

. Friends of the Earth International

. World Forum of Fisher People (WFFP)

9. World Alliance of Mobile Indigenous Peoples (WAMIP)

10. South Indian Coordination Committee of Farmers Movements )SICCFM(, India

0 N o oA WODN

11. The Australian Food Sovereignty Alliance>s (AFSA), Australia

12. Centro Internazionale Crocevia, ltaly

13. Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PANAP)

14. World March of Women, Brazil

15. Moreland Food Gardens Network in Melbourne Australia

16. The Barnard-Boecker Centre Foundation, Canada

17. National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO) African Confederation of Artisanal Fishing Organiza-
tions - (Senegal, Congo, Togo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Ivory coast, Gambia, Mauritania, Tunisia,
Morocco)

18. Focus on the Global South, Thailand

19. Pakistan Fisherfolk forum, Pakistan

20. Korea Civil Society Forum on International Development Cooperation (KoFID), Korea
21. Comité Continental de Movimiento Agroecoldgico de Latinoamérica, MAELA, Ecuador
22. Terra Nuova, ltaly

23. Centre for Organisation Research & Education (CORE), Manipur, India

24. International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements

25. Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Latin America and the Caribbean (CIP)

26. International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), India

27. Water and Energy Users> Federation (WAFED), Nepal

28. Nepal Policy Institute (NPI), Nepal

29. Himalayan Peninsular Ecological Network (HYPHEN), Nepal

30. Kuna Youth Movement (MJK), Panama

31. Balochistan Rural Development & Research Society (BRDRS), Pakistan

32. Bangladesh Krishok Federation, Bangladesh

33. National Council of YMCAs of Korea (NCYK), South Korea

34. Centre for Research and Advocacy, Manipur

35. Asian Peasant Coalition
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36. Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), Philippines

37. Dharti Development foundation Dist Naushero Feroze Sindh Pakistan

38. Centre for Community Economics and Development Consultants Society (CECOEDECON),India
39. People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy(PSPD), South Korea

40. Mr. William Nicholas Gomes, Human Rights Ambassador for Salem-News.com, UK
41. All Nepal Peasants Federation (ANPFA), Nepal

42. LEE Tae Joo, Chairman, ODA Watch- Seoul, South Korea

43. People’s Empowerment Foundation (PEF), Thailand

44. University's student environmental activist group:(Earth), College of the Atlantic
45. Beyond Copenhagen Collective, India

46. PAIRVI, India

47. Groupement National Des Ligues Mutuelles Pastorales, Mauritania

48. Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) /La Via Campesina, Palestine
49. La Federation Nationale du Secteur Agricole (FNSA), Morocco

50. Palestinian Farmers Union (PFU), Palestine

51. Syndicat des Agriculteurs de Tunisie- Tunis

52. Sharaka - Community Supported Agriculture, Palestine

53. Thule Society Fishermen , Saudi Arabia

54. Agricultural Cooperatives Union (ACU), Yemen

55. The Jordanian Womens>s Union (JWU), Jordan

56. Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees, Palestine

57. Land Research Center, Palestine

58. Cooperative Médi-Tanger pour la Péche Artisanal, Morocco

59. Bahrain Agronomists Engineers Society, Bahrain

60. Green Line, Lebanon

61. The Applied Research Institute Jerusalem (ARIJ) , Palestine

62. Cedars for Care Association, Lebanon

63. Friends of the Environment, Lebanon

64. Coalition of Civil Society Organizations, Lebanon

65. HAWA Society for Women, Sudan

66. Green Point, Tunis

67. The Arab Group for the Protection of Nature, Jordan

68. National Observatory of Participatory Citizenship, Tunis

69. Association Tunisienne Pour le Developpement de la Péche Artisanale, Tunis
70. The Fishermen’s Association for Development and Environment, Tunis

71. Tunisian Women Union, Tunis

72. Iraqgi Society for Nutrition and Food Safety, Iraq

73. The Friends of the Environment, Jordan

74. Jordan Environment Society, Jordan
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75. Institut de Nutrition, Tunis

76. Agricultural Sector - the Palestinian NGO’s Network(PNGO), Palestine

77. Arab Center for Agriculture Development (ACAD), Palestine

78. Jordan Agricultural Engineers Association, Jordan

79. Iragi Association for the Defense of Consumer Rights, Iraq

80. Iraqi Economic Gathering, Iraq

81. Oman Environmental Society, Oman

82. Al Butain Agricultural Cooperative Association, Saudi Arabia

83. General Assembly for Irrigation and Water Installations, Yemen

84. Maghreb Network of Local Development Associations in Rural Areas (REMADEL), North Africa
85. National Confederation of Traditional Fishing in Morocco (CNPAM), Morocco

86. Union of Honey Bee Producers, Iraq

87. Organisation de Défense du Consommateur, Tunis

88. Organization for Rehabilitating Society and Environment , Iraq

89. The Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights, Egypt

90. Democratic Youth Organization, Bahrain

91. Doha Oasis, Qatar

92. The Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (APN)

93. Groupement des Eleveurs de la race Tarentaise, Tunis

94. The National Federation for the Protection of the Environment in Algeria, Algeria

95. The Mediterranean Platform of Artisanal Fishers (MedArtNet)

96. Association Peche Artisanale et Ennvironement (le dauphin), Algeria

97. Union for the Mediterranean to Traditional Fishing Cooperatives in the North, Morocco
98. Operation Big Blue Association (OBBA), Lebanon

99. Ozai Fishermen’s Union, Lebanon

100. Fishermen’s Cooperative, Oman

101. Women's Unit, Palestine

102. Jordanian Farmer's Union, Jordan

103. The Jordanian Society For Desertification Control & Badia Development (JSDCBD), Jordan
104. The Jordanian Society for Organic Farming (JSOF), Jordan

105. Jordanian Society for Sensory Evaluation of Food, Jordan

106. International Agency for Development and Resettlement (IADR), Sudan

107. Society for the Development & Rehabilitation of the Rural Woman, Jordan

108. EquityBD, Bangladesh

109. Niurka Pérez Rojas, Profesora Titular, Universidad de La Habana, Cuba

110. Instituto De Desarollo De La Economia Asociativa (IDEAC), Republica Dominicana
111. Unién Latinoamericana de Técnicos Rurales y Agrarios (ULTeRA), Argentina

112. La Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, Democracia y Desarrollo (PIDHDD), Ecuador
113. Red Departamental de Mujeres Chocoanas, Colombia

114. Suscribo las demanadas Fraternalmente Danilo Quijano, Peru
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115. Instituto de Desarrollo de la Economia Asociativa

116. Andhra pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU), India

117. Roots for Equity, Pakistan

118. Pacific Asia Resource Center (PARC), Japan

119. Bruno Nemer Tatton, La Paz, Bolivia

120. Ricardo Rodolfo Zehnder, Serra Grande, Uruguca, Bahia Brasil

121. Movicmiento Ciudadano frente al Cambio Climatico (MOCICC)

122. Labour,Health and Human Rights Development Centre, Nigeria

123. El centro de Estudios y formacién para Trabajadores, Bolivia

124. Kenya Human Rights Commission (KHRC), Kenya

125. Women, Gender & Development (MuGeDe)

126. Mozambican Movement of Rural Women (MMMR)

127. Gender CC Mozambique

128. International Aliance of Natural Resources (IANRA)-Mombique

129. Mamadou Diop (IFWC), Senegal

130. La Red Nicaragliense de Comercio Comunitario, Nicaragua

131. La Fundacion Cosecha Sostenible de Honduras, Honduras

132. REDES CHACO

133. Elizabeth Peredo Beltran (Psicologa Social y autora, Bolivia)

134. Fundacion Solon , Bolivia

135. Campana Octubre Azul, Bolivia

136. Asociacién Nacional de Mujeres Productoras Agroindustriales Rurales -ANAMAR
137. Patricia Vaca Calderdn, profesion Economista, Bolivia

138. All Manipur Nupi Manbi Association (AMANA), Manipur, India

139. Centre of Network and Empowerment (CoNE), Manipur, India

Citizens Concern for Dams and Development (CCDD), Manipur, India

140. Civil Liberties and Human Rights Organisation (CLAHRO), Manipur, India

141. Civil Liberties Protection Forum (CLPF), Manipur, India

142. Committee on Human Rights, Manipur (COHR), Manipur, India

143. Ethno-Heritage Council (HERICOUN), Manipur, India

144. Extra-judicial Execution Victim Families’ Association Manipur (EEVFAM), Manipur, India
145. Families of the Involuntarily Disappeared’s Association Manipur (FIDAM), Manipur, India
146. Federation of Regional Indigenous Societies (FREINDS), Manipur, India

147. Forum for Indigenous Perspective and Action (FIPA), Manipur, India

148. Human Rights Alert (HRA), Manipur, India

149. Human Rights Initiative (HRI), Manipur, India

150. Human Rights Law Network Manipur (HRLN-M), Manipur, India

151. Human to Humane Transcultural Centre for Torture and Trauma (H2H), Manipur, India
152. Just Peace Foundation (JPF), Manipur, India
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Life Watch, Manipur, India

Manipur Alliance for Child Rights (MACR), Manipur, India

Movement for Peoples’ Right to Information Manipur (M-PRIM), Manipur, India
Movimiento Tzuk Kim Pop, Guatemala

YUN Ji young, ODA Watch, South Korea

North East Dialogue Forum (NEDF), Manipur, India

Reachout, Manipur, India

Threatened Indigenous Peoples Society (TIPS), Manipur, India

United Peoples Front (UPF), Manipur, India

AROAJ, Guatemala

AgroSolidaria, Colombia

Facilitadora Grupo de Trabajo Cambio Climatico y Justicia (GTCCJ), Bolivia
The National Society For The Enhancement Of Freedom And Democracy (JUND), Jordan
The National Environment and Wildlife Society (NEWS), Jordan
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1. African Confederation of Artisanal Fishing Organizations - (Senegal, Congo, Togo, Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Guinea, lvory coast, Gambia, Mauritania, Tunisia, Morocco)

2. National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO)

3. Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) /La Via Campesina- Palestine

4. The People’s Coalition on Food Sovereignty (PCFS)

5. International Fisherfolk and FishWorkers’ Coalition (IFWC)
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6. IBON International

7. Asian Peasant Coalition (APC)

8. La Federation Nationale du Secteur Agricole (FNSA)- Morocco

9. Support for Women in Agriculture and Environment (SWAGEN)- Uganda
10. Palestinian Farmers Union (PFU)- Palestine

11. Syndicat des Agriculteurs de Tunisie- Tunis

12. Thule Society Fishermen-Saudi Arabia

13. Agricultural Cooperatives Union (ACU)- Yemen

14. The Jordanian Women’s Union (JWU) - Jordan

15. Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees- Palestine

16. Land Research Center- Palestine

17. Cooperative Médi-Tanger pour la Péche Artisanal-Morocco

18. Bahrain Agronomists Engineers Society- Bahrain

19. Green Line- Lebanon

20. The Applied Research Institute Jerusalem (ARIJ) - Palestine

21. Cedars for Care Association - Lebanon

22. Friends of the Environment-Lebanon

23. Coalition of Civil Society Organizations- Lebanon

24. HAWA Society for Women- Sudan

25. Green Point- Tunis

26. The Arab Group for the Protection of Nature- Jordan

27. National Observatory of Participatory Citizenship- Tunis

28. Association Tunisienne Pour le Developpement de la Péche Artisanale- Tunis
29. The Fishermen’s Association for Development and Environment- Tunis
30. Tunisian Women Union - Tunis

31. Iragi Society for Nutrition and Food Safety- Iraq

32. The Friends of the Environment- Jordan

33. Jordan Environment Society- Jordan

34. Institut de Nutrition- Tunis

35. Agricultural Sector -the Palestinian NGO’s Network - PNGO- Palestine
36. Arab Center for Agriculture Development (ACAD)- Palestine

37. Jordan Agricultural Engineers Association- Jordan

38. Iraqi Association for the Defense of Consumer Rights- Iraq

39. Iraqi Economic Gathering- Iraq

40. Oman Environmental Society- Oman

41. Al Butain Agricultural Cooperative Association- Saudi Arabia

42. General Assembly for Irrigation and Water Installations- Yemen

43. Maghreb Network of Local Development Associations in Rural Areas (REMADEL)- North Africa
44. National Confederation of Traditional Fishing in Morocco (CNPAM)- Morocco
45. Union of Honey Bee Producers- Iraq
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46. Organisation de Défense du Consommateur- Tunis

47. Organization for Rehabilitating Society and Environment - Iraq

48. The Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights- Egypt

49. Democratic Youth Organization- Bahrain

50. Doha Oasis- Qatar

51. Groupement des Eleveurs de la race Tarentaise- Tunis

52. The National Federation for the Protection of the Environment in Algeria- Algeria
53. The Mediterranean Platform of Artisanal Fishers (MedArtNet)

54. Association Peche Artisanale et Environement (le dauphin)- Algeria

55. Union for the Mediterranean to Traditional Fishing Cooperatives in the North- Morocco
56. Operation Big Blue Association (OBBA)- Lebanon

57. Ozai Fishermen’s Union- Lebanon

58. Fishermen’s Cooperative- Oman

59. Women’ Unit - Palestine

60. Jordanian Farmer's Union- Jordan

61. Tenaganita Malaysia

62. Andra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU), India

63. National Agricultural Workers Forum, India

64. Aliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraria (AGRA), Indonesia

65. WALHI/ Friends of the Earth, Indonesia

66. Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PANAP)

67. Tamil Nadu Dalit Women’'s Movement

68. Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum

69. Women'’s Coalition for Change

70. Rural Women'’s Liberation Movement

71. Rural Workers Movement

72. Sojhla for Social Change - Pakistan

73. Alternative Espaces Citoyens - Niger

74. People’s Coalition for Food Sovereignty- Mongolia

75. Coordinacion de Ongs y Cooperativas (CONGCOOP) - Guatemala

76. Federacion Nacional de Cooperativas Agropecurias y Agro Industriales de Nicaragua (FENACOOP:RL)
77. La Fundacién Nicaragiiense Cosecha Sostenible (FUNCOS)- Honduras
78. Movimiento Tzuk Kim-pop- Guatemala

79. All Lanka Peasant’s Front

80. Bangladesh Agricultural Farm Labour Federation (BAFLF) - Bangladesh
81. Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikultura (UMA)- Philippines

82. Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) - Philippines

83. Center for Research and Advocacy - Manipur

84. Citizens Concern for Dams and Development
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85. Committee on the Protection of Natural Resources in Manipur

86. Borok Peoples Human Rights Organization- Tripura

87. Irabot Foundation - Manipur

88. Grupo de Trabajo de Cambio Climatico y Justicia (GTCCJ)- Bolivia

89. Fondo de Inversiones Solidarias para la Autogestion (FINSA) - Replblica Dominicana
90. Centro de Capacitacion e Investigacion de la Mujer Campesina Tarija (CCIMCAT) - Bolivia
91. Kenya Human Rights Commission (KHRC)

92. Collectif des ONG pour la sécurité alimentaire et le développement rural (COSADER) - Cameroon
93. ADD Médenine- Tunis

94. Roshni Tari giyati Tanzeem - Pakistan

95. Human Unity Movement - Pakistan

96. Pakistan Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek- Pakistan

97. Roots for Equity- Pakistan

98. Confederacion Nacional de Pescadores Artesanales de Chile (CONAPACH)

99. Institute for National and Democracy Studies (INDIES)

100. Institute of Development Economics Associative (IDEAC)- Dominican Republic

101. Solidarity Investment Fund for Self-Management - Dominican Republic

102. Network of Organizations of Solidarity Economy (REDESOL) - Dominican Republic
103. Instituto Giramundo Mutnando -Brasil

104. Fundacion Justicia y Desarollo Local (FUJUDEL)

105. Bangladesh Krisok Songha - Bangladesh

106. Bangladesh Bumiheen Somittee- Bangladesh

107. The Jordanian Society For Desertification Control & Badia Development (JSDCBD)
108. The Jordanian Society for Organic Farming (JSOF)

109. Jordanian Society for Sensory Evaluation of Food

110. International Agency for Development and Resettlement (IADR)- Sudan

111. Hawai's Institute for Human Rights

112. Oceania Human Rights
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The Agricultural War of Palestine

The President of the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature, Razan Zuayter, talks to Newsclick about the
Million Tree Campaign (MTC) and the issue of food sovereignty in Palestine. She says that the aim of the
MTC is to replant Olive trees, which the Palestinians consider sacred, all across the country. She explains
how the Israeli Army uprooted about three million trees to symbolise the uprooting of the people of the land
and argues that the real fight is about reclaiming their land. She also talks about the struggle being waged
against the new tool of colonialism which convinces people of their inability to produce their own food.
Zuayter says it is sad that the Indian government who had always stood by Palestine, has, of late, started
normalising its relations with Israel. Underscoring the need for South-South solidarities to challenge the
double standards of the super-powers, she expects a greater role of the Indian civil society in forging such
ties.

Newsclick: You have initiated very interesting, something called the <Million Tree Campaign>. Could you
please elaborate a little bit on it.

Razan Zuayter: The Million Tree Campaign is a campaign that aims at replanting the olive trees which are
uprooted by the Israeli army and it means to let people hang on to their land and as you know the olive tree
is a very sacred and important tree. Palestine was the first country in the world to plant the tree 7000 years
ago and we feel that uprooting these trees means uprooting the people from their land and it means push-
ing people away to a beginning of the transfer to Jordan for example, and to other Arab countries. So, at the
year 2000 at the second intifada, we felt that there is a systematic approach to uprooting trees. We decided
as a group of volunteers to resist in our own way by replanting the trees. We used the slogan - <they uproot
one tree, we replant ten. And since then this was ten years ago, till now we have replanted more than one
million seven hundred thousand trees. They have uprooted in that period, three million trees. So we are
looking forward to replant more and even to plant the lands which are threatened by confiscation because
they use a law that has been followed by the Ottomans before. If you don’t plant your land for three years,
the state will confiscate the land. So we are trying to plant as soon as possible the lands which are going to
be confiscated as well. So it is a war. It is an agricultural war which is going on in Palestine.

NC: You have also been doing extensive work on food security. Could you please speak a little bit about
that?

RZ: We believe that the one of the new tools of colonisation is to convince people that they cannot produce
their own food and we have heard this several times from the World Bank, from the USA that the Arab world
is not capable of producing its own food. So this campaign is to prove that we can produce our own food
and we want to bring back our history of being the first planters of wheat in the world and we used to export
wheat and even we used to export cotton and oranges and so many valuable products and this campaign
is also to fight with the global efforts to achieve food sovereignty and we are a part of this global effort

and that's why we are here in India. We hope that together we can achieve global food sovereignty for the
people.
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NC: Speaking about international solidarities, how important do you think is South-South solidarity for
issues such as Palestine.

RZ: | think it is of vital importance because without the solidarity of the South, of even the whole humanity,
we cannot really achieve or we cannot confront the double standards of the super powers, or the powers
who are benefiting from the situations in the West Asia and the Arab world. So it is very important and we
are trying to connect with the so many groups in the South and our fight for food sovereignty is part of this.
Through our fight for food sovereignty, we are informing and raising awareness of our Southern friends
about the necessity to help us resist and increase the resilience of Palestinians so that this crime will fall
and it would fall and we will go back to Palestine, may be not now, but Palestine will be free and the South-
South solidarity is not only important for Palestine, | think it is important for every movement in the South
to have a South-South cooperation. It is important for the Indian farmers, for the Philippino farmers, for the
Indonesians, for all of us, for Africans, specially as | said in the morning, there is a new tool of colonisation
which is sustaining conflicts and wars and occupation in our very rich resource region. So by solidarity and
South-South cooperation we can, may be face, this awful strategy and expose the danger of sustaining
such conflicts in our regions.

NC: Finally, how supportive do you think India has been in the global South movement in Palestine.

RZ: We always feel that India is on our side. But we are a bit sad that India is normalising the relationship
with Israel, specially in the settlements where they are illegal. Europe is now boycotting the produce of

the settlements because of the illegality. The whole world acknowledges that they are illegal and the
occupation is illegal at least for the West bank, although we think that occupation for the whole Palestine is
illegal. So, we hope that the civil society of India would oppose that, and would fight it, and will, you know,
help us globally to overcome.
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“There has been resistance on the ground, such as the APN-spearheaded Million Tree Campaign, which has
resulted in the replanting of nearly two million trees in Palestine. But this is an uphill task given the nature
of Israel’'s occupation - involving not just the physical deployment of soldiers and settlers - but also control
over civil liberties, culture, environment, livelihoods, and agriculture. The larger design is to make everyday
life in Palestine a struggle, ultimately amounting to a denial of Palestinian selfhood”.

Urvashi Sarkar from the article Palestine’s dead olive trees show Israel’s cruel design, dna india 2014
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“We had an international women’s day event & | talked about women & war - including Palestine. Then on
Friday | participated in a poetry reading & | dedicated «Spring is A Foreign Country in Palestine» to you APN
& your work”.

Teresa Wolfwood - Canadian Poet

‘I've been receiving APN’s newsletters for several months now, and just wanted to congratulate you for
all your hard work and commitment, and the causes you stand for. It's always refreshing to see dedicated
people who have shaken the dust, rolled up their sleeves, and work to make a change for the better.”
Mona Barghout

“There are many people and even institutions rely on you and on your work, you have support (and fans)
more than you know!! So keep it up...”"
Rund Awwad

“Palestine is lucky to have such great people who really care & stand tall & join the fight!
Happy & proud”.
Saad Hijjawi
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