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Water Energy Food Nexus, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Thank you for your invitation and the chance to meet, interact and take part in this very
important issue in the region, namely the Nexus between water, food and energy. | believe
there is a forth missing pillar in this nexus which is ethics.

We should always address the human dimension within any approach we adopt. Drawing
relationships between these three elements in simple technical equations, away from hu-
man fundamentals such as empathy, generosity, equality as well as compliance to interna—
tional law and human rights does not leave us with an accurate depiction of reality.

For instance, the water dilemma in our region is complex and is not solely a matter of
availability. When we categorize Jordan as the second water— poorest country in the
world, have we also looked at root causes of such scarcity such as the distribution of
cross—border resources? Have we looked at Israel’s violations in this regard? Have we
looked internal discrepancies in governance?

Another example would be the problem of the extreme consumerism we came to have in
the region. Around 50% of the Gulf’s municipal waste is composed of food. This is an

ethical problem, rather than a technical one.

APN believes that human attitudes and accountability mechanisms should be at the core
of strategies tackling Energy, Water and Food.
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Water, Energy and Food Security Nexus

Razan Zuayter / Arab Group for the Protection of Nature
Abu Dhabi, 20 May 2016

The nexus analysis is certainly an important step to challenge the silos mentality when
looking at arrangements involving food, water and energy.

It is nonetheless important for us to look closely at the scope of this nexus so we do not
fall into adopting trendy concepts regardless of their implications.

The nexus analysis usually builds on the premise that the main challenge we face is re—
source scarcity, due to population growth, climate change and over exploitation which are
inevitably causing resource depletion.

However important elements are overlooked by this premise, one, is the actual distribution
and access to these natural resources, another element is the utilization of natural re—
sources.

As for the distribution element, a living example is the privatization and commercialization
of water. When we were young, we used to laugh at the crazy idea that we would have to
pay money to drink water. A public good which is water has actually become a commodity
that is monopolized by certain corporations.

As to the utilization of resources element, the decision lies in the hands of groups that do
not necessarily seek public interest. For instance land, which is an important factor in this
nexus due to its value to all three components, is greatly subject to market speculation.

Therefore, the discourse of “scarcity vs. abundance” is often a “constructed discourse” as
Prof. Samer Alatoutonce said, where root problems, politics, and unequal power relations
are overlooked.

In fact scarcity is in large part political, and constructed by those with the power to shape
discourse and not a consequence of impartial, technical scientific body of knowledge.

For example: London’s annual rain fall of 596 mm is less than Ramalla’s annual rainfall
which is 619mm, but Ramallah is always described as “water scarce” without mention—
ing that unlike London , it suffers from appropriation of water resources, control of supply,
destruction and obstruction of infrastructure development.

ay



il 5 cylEa)

Hence when we are talking about managing supply, as the International Institute for Sus—
tainable Development actually says, there are two contextual systems that influence avail-
ability and access: natural and built systems, and human and institutional systems. Natural
systems include ecosystem goods and service, while built systems are infrastructure such
as irrigation pipes, production and storage facilities. Human systems on the other hand,
are wider institutions controlling these resources including markets, governance and man—
agement. When we only build our nexus on scarcity, and overlooking these human insti—
tutions, this will inevitably lead to solutions based only on enhancing efficiency, productivity
and intensification. It certainly does not tackle issues such as inequality and poverty erad-
ication.

It is also apparent that the current nexus approach is being used to push in towards what
has been called a “Green Economy”. Again in our point of view, and there is not enough
time to elaborate , the green economy approach does not adequately or holistically ad—
dress the social , economic , and ecological dimensions of sustainable development.

| would like to conclude my remarks with a number of Recommendations:

1-Address root causes of resource scarcity, distribution and access, examples are,
increased dependency on, and thus vulnerability to, the international markets, commer—
cialization and privatization of resources, and a very critical example to our region which is
occupation.

2-Integrate human rights and accountability to guide dialogue and planning for the

nexus approach: for instance promote responsible investment, protect tenure and custom-
ary tenure rights, manage trans boundary water, and finally protect resources in times of
conflict and occupation.

3-Promote agro ecology, biodiversity, climate smart varieties, renewable energy, access
to inputs and technical assistance to improve productivity and conservation to small scale
farmers.

4-Allow genuine CSO ownership and partnership

5-Promote Arab cooperation and integration to deal with regional priorities, without
which no nexus is possible.

6-Finally all efforts to stop conflicts wars and occupation contrary to what we see now
where all efforts are directed to sustain them.

aA



i) g cylaa

National Conflicts, Food Sovereignty and Development Cooperation
Implications for Peace and Development in Countries in Conflict Situations
Case of Palestine

Executive Summary
Heather ElAydi

The colonization, occupation, and closure experienced in Palestine over the past several decades have
caused the local food and agricultural system to fall into steep decline. As in most conflicts of this na-
ture, Palestine has also attracted the attention and funding of the international community. This paper
addresses the impact that this interest from the international development sector has had on Palestine’s
food system, arguing that both the Israeli occupation and the international donor community contribute
to the inability of Palestinian farmers to achieve sovereignty over their food system.

Israeli occupation and closure have had a detrimental impact on the agricultural sector. While the entire
food system is affected, the most significant impact has been on the production end, as a significant
amount of farmland has been confiscated by Israeli forces, for illegal colony construction in the West
Bank and for the establishment of ‘security’ zones in the Gaza Strip.

Palestinians living in the Occupied Palestinian Teritoies are the largest per capita aid recipients world-
widen), with international aid making up an estimated 36 percent of GDP; ) Gaza in particular is
heavily dependent on aid @), with 80% of the population receiving some form of assistance, primarily
food aid. Accepting aid has often meant accepting the terms and recommendations of those offering
assistance. The aid industry in the oPt has been widely criticized and debated for a number of reasons.
In the agricultural and food sectors, it has been argued that aid “directs Palestinians to consume what
they don’t produce; and eat only what and when their occupier allows.” «

This paper identifies a number of ways that development cooperation is undermining Palestine’s strug-
gle for a sovereign food system:

- Palestinian NGOs become depoliticized due to selective funding which excludes overtly political
projects and organizations, restricting political aspects of projects, and requiring organisations to avoid
open criticism of the occupation or support for the resistance movement ¢

- Conditionalities attached to foreign aid, most notably USAID, serve to prevent Palestinians from
developing a popular, cohesive movement to achieve sovereignty and ‘development’

- The aid community removes the burden of responsibility for the devastating impacts of the occupa-
tion, colonization, and repeated military campaigns from Israel, as the development industry tries to
‘band-aid’ these impacts «)

- Local NGOs are forced to spend their resources, both time and money, on “servicing donors in order
to meet their administrative demands” ¢

- Funding is often distributed on a project-by-project basis which is incompatible with long-term sit-
uations )

- Lack of appropriate focus serves to legitimize, maintain, and entrench a status quo that is counter to
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both international law and human rights.
The report proposes four primary recommendations to improve the appropriateness and effectiveness
of development cooperation:

1. Universal implementation of the Committee on World Food Security’s Framework for Action for
Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises

2. Adherence to the Do No Harm framework for donor intervention

3. Observance of International Law and Human Rights

4. Mobilization of community resources and community philanthropy

It is clear in Palestine that only a political solution that ends the Israeli occupation, secures access for
Palestinians to their sources of production (land and water), and ensures genuine ownership of agri-
cultural projects can end the ‘development’ issues faced by Palestinians.

1 Dalia Association. “Does the International Aid System Violate Palestinians’ Rights?” http://www.dalia.ps/node/123

2 Murad, Nora Lester. “An Alternative to International Aid”, Open Democracy (February 25, 2014) https://www.opende-
mocracy.net/openglobalrights/nora-lester-murad/alternative-to-international-aid

3 UNOCHA. “The Gaza Strip: The Humanitarian Impact of the Blockade” (July 2, 2015) https://www.ochaopt.org/con-
tent/gaza-strip-humanitarian-impact-blockade-july-2015

4 Nakhleh, Khalil. “Oslo: Replacing Liberation with Economic Neo-Colonialism.” Al-Shabaka (April 10, 2014) https://
al-shabaka.org/commentaries/oslo-replacing-liberation-with-economic-neo-colonialism/

5 Awad, Yasmine and Robert E. Foxsohn. “Breaking the Complicity: ‘Developing Palestine means Ending the Occupa-
tion’”, Electronic Intifada (August 11, 2002)
https://electronicintifada.net/content/breaking-complicity-developing-palestine-means-ending-occupation/4043

6 Abdelnour, Samer. “Aid Industry Doing No Harm in Palestine?” Electronic Intifada (March 22,2011) https://elec-
tronicintifada.net/content/aid-industry-doing-no-harm-palestine/9826

7 Allen, Lori. “Funding Cannot Stop Rights Abuses” Open Democracy (November 11, 2013) https://www.opendemocra-
cy.net/openglobalrights/lori-allen/funding-cannot-stop-rights-abuses

8 Allen, Lori. “Funding Cannot Stop Rights Abuses” Open Democracy (November 11, 2013) https://www.opendemocra-
cy.net/openglobalrights/lori-allen/funding-cannot-stop-rights-abuses
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Impacts of Israeli Occupation on Agricultural Markets in Palestine
Paper submitted to the Civil Society Mechanism

Executive Summary
Heather Elaydi — Advocacy Officer

Israeli colonization, occupation, and siege have been devastating for the food and agricultural system
in Palestine. 33% of the population of the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt) is food insecure , spend-
ing 34.5% of their income on food — their biggest share of cash expenditure.

The oPt is now highly dependent on sta- Food Insecurity in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (% Population)
ple food imports, with an export/import
ratio of 1.1 compared to a world average
of 11.3, and food production per capita | >9% 7
of 135, compared to a world average of | 4oq |
233 . The food production system in the
oPt is small, and shrinking: in 1987 agri-
culture contributed to 18.8% of GDP, | z0% - 19%
down to 5.6% in 2012 , due primarily to
Israeli appropriation of land, settlers vio-
lence toward Palestinian farmers, and | @ -
restricted access to productive resources.
The occupation severely impacts the
ability of Palestinian smallholders to ac-

60% 57

30%

10% ——

Food Insecure WVulnerable to Food  Marzinally Food Secure
Insecurity

B West Bank Gaza Strip

cess markets needed to purchase agricultural inputs and to sell agricultural goods.

Throughout the West Bank, the Israeli government maintains a series of checkpoints and closures
which hamper movement and make the transport of produce unnecessarily onerous, often resulting in
time delays and subsequent increased cost for transportation, storage and food losses. Palestinians
moving agricultural products within the West Bank are also required to obtain permits, a system im-
plemented and enforced by the Israeli military.

The 1994 Paris Protocol on Economic Relations reflects and entrenches Israel’s sole control over all
external borders of the West Bank. Since it went into effect, the Palestinian agricultural sector has
declined while dependence on Israeli and other foreign food products has increased. Israel has used
the unequal power relations between the two parties to maximize the amount of produce it exports to
the oPt, while minimizing the amount it imports: since the signing of the Oslo Accords and Paris Pro-
tocol, the oPt’s trade deficit with Israel has grown substantially, from $922 million USD in 1995 to
$2.84 billion in 2010.

The Israeli agricultural sector is heavily subsidized, which keeps prices relatively low and ensures that
the cost of Palestinian-produced food is unable to compete with Israeli imports. Much of the Israeli
produce sold in Palestinian West Bank markets is grown illegally on large-scale industrial farms on

stolen land in the Jordan Valley, cultivated by settlers who receive substantial support from the Israeli
1ot
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government . Many small-scale Palestinian farms, which do not receive similar support, have been
abandoned due to their inability to compete with Israeli agri-business products .

Donor assistance and the international aid industry in the oPt have been widely criticized for directing
Palestinians “to consume what they don’t produce; and eat only what and when their occupier allows”
. As part of international NGO projects aimed at helping producers, many Palestinian farmers have
been encouraged to produce chemically-intensive, industrial-style , export-oriented agricultural pro-
duce. This has contributed substantially to a decline in Palestinian production that supports local food
needs, and also overlooks the context of occupation whereby Israeli control over the best agricultural
land, access to subsidies, and control over Palestinians’ ability to export means that Israeli settlers are
significantly better positioned to compete for export markets.

Development of industrial Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in the West Bank began in the 1990s as
part of the neo-liberal economic movement implemented by the PA following the Oslo Accords. The
SEZ model is promoted by major developed donor countries — such as Germany, France, Japan and
the World Bank . Increasingly, the PA is confiscating land belonging to Palestinian farmers in order to
build these zones by claiming ‘eminent domain’, which allows the government to purchase land at
below market value prices to use for ‘public good’ . By deliberately stripping food producers of their
land, locals are concerned they will be turned from productive farmers into wage laborers. Critically,
these zones also have a symbiotic relationship with the existing Israeli settlements, and provide an
easy way for other Israeli companies to work within the Palestinian economy.

In situations of protracted conflict, third parties — including governments, international institutions,
and civil society — should commit to two basic principles:

1. to abide by international law, and refrain from being complicit in breaches of international law by
other parties
2. to respect human rights for all, and refrain from being complicit in disregard of human rights by
other parties

Situations of conflict are often characterized by an imbalance of power and disregard for basic human
rights and international law, which is also evident in the functioning of the food system. Solutions to
asymmetrical market access should therefore not only focus on the ability of actors to function better
within an asymmetrical system, but should also directly challenge the injustices of that system. In all
cases of conflict and other protracted crises, cures for the symptoms of the problems must come in
tandem with direct solutions to the problems themselves.
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