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Opening Statement on Policy responses to Food Crises and Famines at CFS 44

As the SOFI Report 2017 states the situation of chronic food crises in many countries and regions has severely wors-
ened this year, with four countries on the brink of famine. This is unacceptable and calls for the collective responsibility
of all governments, organizations and peoples.

Famines do not happen instantaneously, they take years to develop and early political and humanitarian action is ex-
tremely critical for prevention and mitigation.

We cannot tackle food crises, and eradicate hunger, without addressing the root causes.

Food insecurity derives typically from structural factors and policies that marginalize local food systems and small-
scale food producers, and foster increased concentration of corporate power.

During conflict, food insecurity is exacerbated. According to the SOFI 2017, around 60 % the world’s hungry live in
areas where there is conflict. The current food crises in conflict are largely due to multiple and often systemic human
rights violations committed by state and non-state actors. They are rooted in aggression against civilians and food pro-
ducers, resource dispossession and destruction, systemic disruption of agricultural activities, restriction of movement
of peoples, traders and humanitarian assistance, as well as ethnic cleansing, occupation and sanctions. Starvation is
used as a weapon of collective punishment and for most cases perpetuators enjoy impunity.

Continued depletion of natural resources makes communities extremely vulnerable to natural disasters which are more
severe than ever due to human-induced climate change.

For those communities that are in dire need of food assistance, the late response to early warning systems, includ-
ing humanitarian assistance and political and diplomatic pressure, results in worsening of food insecurity, spread of
diseases, and human loss. The Humanitarian architecture has proven to be insufficient as assistance is very often
politicized and nowhere near enough to meet the needs in the “four famine” countries and elsewhere.

CFS was reformed in response to the food crises in 2007/8. It must be able to effectively respond to the food crises of
today, and tackle their causes sustainably. CFS should fully take on its role as the most inclusive international body for
policy coherence, cooperation and coordination on FSN. In particular:

First-CFS should become the central global platform for convening periodic and ad-hoc reviews of famines and severe
food crises, focusing on the assessment of policy responses and their impact on the root causes, ensuring coherence
of humanitarian, development and Human Rights dimensions. Such reviews should look at individual, collective and
extraterritorial human rights obligations, since crises and conflicts are not only caused by domestic actors, but also
provoked by foreign parties, both states and corporations.

The CFS, in close cooperation with Special Rapporteur for the Right to Food, should also call for UN Commissions of
enquiry and fact-finding missions to provide field assessments and investigate human rights violations particularly in
relation the Right to Food. The outcomes of such reviews and commissions should be communicated to the UN Security
Council and other UN specialized organizations.
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Second- We call on the CFS and its members to ensure the immediate dissemination and use of the Framework for
Action for Food Security in Protracted Crises among the full range of intended users. All actors should facilitate reviews
of current policies and actions, particularly in preparation for the Global Thematic Event on the Framework for Action n
2020.

Third CFS should give particular attention to the voices, rights and needs of communities living in the most-affected
territories including indigenous communities, pastoralists, small-scale food producers, landless, children, orphans, and
peoples with disabilities as well as refugees, internally displaced peoples.Women'’s rights are of utmost importance:

In times of food crisis and conflict, pervasive patriarchy leaves women as the most food insecure and vulnerable to
hunger, but at the same time they are the first to struggle to provide food for their families and themselves. A continued
focus is needed for the protection and fulfillment of women’s human rights, to ensure their meaningful active inclusion
in decision making in relation to food production and consumption policies and programs and ensures their access to
and control of land and natural resources.

Fourth- The CFS should promote accountability of different actors addressing food crises. It should support the New
Way of Working Commitment made at the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016 that insists on bridging the humanitar-
ian-development divide. It should enhance local food systems, promote transformative approaches to agriculture,
strengthen local organizations and support country-owned plans.

Fifth- CFS should promote early response to forecast food crises; early action reduces humanitarian costs, prevents hu-
man suffering, and avoids development losses. The CFS could support an Early Action conference in 2018 to showcase
evidence around early action, and increase donor commitment to funding early responses linked to long-term sustain-
able solutions.

Finally, CFS members should encourage country-led and owned mechanisms that seek durable and just political
solutions to conflicts. For examplein Yemen, where 60% of the population is suffering from hunger, and cholera has
spread across the country in unprecedented dimensions, an immediate and unconditional ceasefire and a lifting of the
blockade of ports and airports, as well as the permission of humanitarian assistance, are vital to stop the unacceptable
human suffering The SDGs will never be achieved without the political will to put an end to wars, conflict and violence.
There is no food security without just peace.
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APN Presentation at the CFS Side Event on “Women’s Roles and Rights in Situations of Food Crises, Famines and
Conflict”

I will focus my presentation on three main ideas: the impact of crises and conflict on women; their key role during such
conditions; and some of my recommendations to enhance women'’s steadfastness.

1)The impact of crises and conflict on women:
a) Women/girls are at greater risk of malnutrition than men/boys. Women require 2.5 percent more dietary irons than
men.For instance, 50% of women in Afghanistan suffer fromiron deficiency.

b) Women favor their families and children over themselves and they are disproportionately affected in times of food
shortage

c) Women need more protein when pregnant and lactating and deficiency increases likelihoods of child impairment-
low birth weight, child mortality, serious disease, poor classroom performance and low work productivity. For example,
in Yemen more than 3 million pregnant and nursing women, and children under 5, need support to prevent or cure
malnutrition.

e) Women's vulnerability to abuse and exploitation increases during conflict due to many reasons including:

» Greater difficulties while commuting to access food stuff /medical care. In Palestine 10 percent of pregnant
Palestinian women are delayed at Israeli checkpoints while travelling to hospital to give birth. Between 2000- 2007 for
example, 69 babies were born at checkpoints , 35 of which died including5 of the mothers.

» A rapid escalation of violence/domestic physical and emotional abuse as a result of increased frustration and
anxiety due to unemployment and displacement.

f) There is a sudden increase in economic and social burdens on women/girlsas the number of prisoners, martyrs and
disabled family members rise. (e.g. About 40% of male Palestinians in the occupied territories have been arrested at
some point.) It is important to note that gender affects the incidence of food insecurity among households. In Palestine
1/4 of male-headed households are food insecure, compared to 1/3 of female-headed households.

2)Women's Role in crises and conflict
a) Women contribute largely to agricultural production (although often unrecognized) through tending to crops and
animals. (e.g. Women perform 75% of cultivation activities in Yemen).

b) Women manage household consumption and food preparation and are more likely to reinvest their money on food,
education, and healthcare. However;

« Women have limited access to information about nutrition, weather, and cropping patterns

» They need access and control over resources to improve food security, such as income, land, water, equipment,
financial services and training.

* They earn lower wages.

3)What to do ?Main Recommendations

a) Encourage women to join specialized agricultural cooperatives/form women workers/farmers unions or social
movements to defend rights.
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b) Empower and bring women closer to decision-making processeson all issues not only women's rights. Women’s
rights cannot be put in separate silos and women should be able to voice opinions on political, economic and social
systems that affect their families and communities.

c) Women's needs and methods to obtain needs and rights are not identical globally. Women should be supported to
voice their context-specific issues, without dictation and far from a one size-fits-all approach.

d) Disaggregate data effectively to increase female representation in food security analysis and design gender-
sensitive responses.

» Facilitate access of women to inputs of production, technology, markets, training and information.

» Pay particular attention to nutritional needs of pregnant and lactating women, women of reproductive age and
adolescent girls.

» Design and deliver food security and nutrition policies in ways that minimize gender based violence.

* Encourage legal aid institutions to provide legal counseling services.

e) Implementation of the CFS-FFA in Protracted Crises and relevant UN Conventions.Women'’s rights in protracted crisis
situations has been recognized by (CEDAW), particularly article 30 which provides guidance on the protection, respect
and fulfillment of women’s human rights in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict contexts, including situations of

occupation.

f)We cannot promote women rights while simultaneously allowing conflict-related violations such as using food as a
weapon of collective punishment.

Essentially we need to intensify efforts to stop wars, conflict and occupation, and bring just and durable peace.
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International Appeal: Stop Poisoning Palestine
20 February 2017

During a fact-finding mission in the Occupied West Bank undertaken by the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature
(APN) and the Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PANAP), numerous accounts of illegal and inhumane
activity committed by Israeli settlements were witnessed. The two reports ‘Pesticides and Agroecology in the Occupied
West Bank’ and ‘Human Rights and Toxic Chemicals in the Occupied West Bank (Palestine)’ document some of these
acts, which include the illegal trade and manufacture of toxic pesticides in Israeli settlements, the discharge of raw
industrial and domestic sewerage from the settlements directly onto Palestinian grazing lands and olive groves, as
well as the leaching of chemicals from Israeli industrial and agricultural operations into water resources, including

in areas with high concentration of schools. Communities near these settlements have reported the proliferation of
disease-carrying mosquitoes, and increased incidence of respiratory and eye diseases, including among children.
Additionally, there were several reports of not only the expropriation of farmland by the Israeli military, but also the
deliberate poisoning and shooting of Palestinian livestock by Israeli settlers and army personnel.

These acts result in serious human rights violations of Palestinian residents, farmers, and pastoralists in the
surrounding communities, including:

i. the rights to life, livelihood, physical and mental integrity, liberty and security of person;

ii. the right to the highest attainable standard of health;

iii. the right to adequate food;

iv. the right to be secure in the employment of their own means of subsistence and development;

v. the rights to ancestral land and resources traditionally relied upon for subsistence, and to protect the environment
and the productive capacity of their lands and resources;

vi. the rights of children to survival and development; and

vii. the right to access just and fair redress and effective remedy.

Accordingly, we the undersigned organizations and individuals urge intergovernmental organizations, state parties,
corporations, and civil society organizations to put the following recommendations in to immediate action:

UN and International Organizations.

In line with the provisions of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A-HRC-31-L.39 on the "Human Rights
Situation in Palestine and other Occupied Arab Territories”, all relevant United Nations Treaty Bodies, Special
Mechanisms and Human Rights Council and Affiliated Technical Organizations are urged to call on Israel to
immediately:

1. Allow the Palestinian Authority to exercise its own laws on pesticides in border areas and in Area C, including the
disposal of confiscated pesticides appropriately.

2. Publicly disclose (i) the number of illegal industrial settlements and agrochemical factories within the Occupied
West Bank, (iii) the type and concentration of chemical contaminants released and present in the surrounding air, water
and soil.

3. Dismantle all industrial settlements, including Geshuri and Barkan, under the guidance of a team of international
and Palestinian experts, in order to prevent further damage to peoples’ health and the environment.
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4. Stop the human rights violations committed against Palestinian farmers by (i) remediating contaminated soil

and water, (ii) halting intentional maiming, shooting and poisoning of livestock, and (iii) returning confiscated land
unconditionally to the rightful Palestinian owners.

In addition, international organizations, including UN agencies, are called upon to:

5. Facilitate the formation of a joint international and Palestinian team of health professionals to carry out extensive
epidemiological studies for disease analysis, as well as the immediate analysis of toxic chemicals inside the West
Bank.

State Parties to the United Nations
In order to avoid complicity with violations of internationally recognized human rights standards and international
humanitarian law, in line with provisions 12, 13 and 14 of the UN General Assembly Resolution A-HRC-31-L.39,

1. All states with companies headquartered within their respective jurisdictions that are involved in the production, sale
and promotion of pesticides with Israeli state-based or corporate actors (including Switzerland, Germany, UK and USA)
should immediately require them to halt activities.

Corporations and their Subsidiaries

In order to avoid complicity with violations of internationally recognized human rights standards and international
humanitarian law, in line with provisions 8, 13 and 17 of the UN General Assembly Resolution A-HRC-31-L.39, all
companies and their subsidiaries:

1. Complicit in the manufacturing of pesticides in the Israeli settlements in the West Bank or in supplying the
settlements with such products (including via initial export to Israel) should immediately halt their activities, cease
implicated trade relations, and withdraw from all interactions with Israeli settlements.

2. Complicit in the collection, transport or sales of waste from the illegal settlements should immediately cease and
desist from such activities.

Civil Society Groups

Civil society groups are called upon to:

1. Work in collaboration with Palestinian counterparts to monitor (i) waste discharges and industrial emissions from the
illegal settlements and their impacts on human health; and (ii) human rights violations perpetrated by the Israeli Civil
Administration, military and illegal settlers on the Palestinian people through the manufacture, use and discharge of
toxic chemicals.

2. Work with Palestinian lawyers, as needed, on tort or other collective cases to hold pesticide companies legally
accountable for the poisoning and illnesses experienced by communities exposed to these chemicals.
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Intervention at theCFS Women’s Forum in Rome
While we talk about women'’s rights a discussion about conflict, war and occupation is extremely pertinent.

War, occupation and imperialism are products of our neoliberal and capitalistic societies that favour profit and the
advancement of political agendas over the sustainability of our natural resources.As such, war and occupation are
undeniable drivers of food insecurity and hunger.Yemen is on the brinks of famine. Gaza is suffocating. Our brothers
and sisters across Africa, across Asia witness similar fates. And for several reasons, womenare unfortunately at the

core of thisinflicted suffering.

First, the livelihoods of a large proportion of women, although most often unrecognized, depends on agriculture and
food systems. So how can we talk about the promotion of land legislation that favours women, when agricultural land
is bombed or confiscated? How can we talk about seed sovereignty, when seed banks are deliberately targeted and
destroyed? When post-conflict, imperialist forces change seed laws to suit agrochemical corporations? How can we
talk about women’s economic independence when food and commodity markets are destabilized and disintegrated?
How can we expect women to form collaborative grassroots organizations when millions must flee their homes and

farms in order to survive?

Second, is the fact that war and occupation reinforce and perpetuate regressive and destructive patriarchal norms and
practices that are inherently discriminatory and debilitating. In times of conflict, individual and state violence, abuse,
and exploitation against women are all heightened, and are direct impediments to women'’s rights to self-determination.
And when we try to speak out and denounce this obvious discrimination we are often criminalized - a special mention

of solidarity to women human rights activists in Central America who have witnessed such injustice.

We are here today to push for the realization of women’s rights. We wonder, will CFS provide the space to hold
warmongers accountable for their deplorable attacks on women and innocent civilians? Will CFS provide the space to
dismantle oppressive political systems and promote holistic solutions to global food security such as agroecology with
women at the frontline? There is no room for hope unless the answers to these questions are yes.
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Address at the conference entitled “Africa-Israel Summit: Benefit or Burden”

*Our race is the Master Race. We are divine Gods on this planet. We are as different from the inferior races as they
are from insects. In fact, compared to our race, other races are beasts and animals, cattle at best. Other races are
considered as human excrement. Our destiny is to rule over the inferior races. Our earthly kingdom will be ruled by our
leader with a rod of iron. The masses will lick our feet and serve us as our slaves.”

These chilling words were stated by Rabbi Dou Lior, who gave the funeral eulogy for Baruch Goldstein. Goldstein was
a Zionist mass murderer who massacared 29 and wounded another 125 Palestinians whilst they were attending prayer
at the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron in 1994.

With this rhetoric in mind, it is absolutely pressing that we discuss the alarming news of Israel’s intention to hold its first
African-Israeli Summit in Togo. Israel seeks to penetrate the African content to further its colonial agenda, and this is
highly deplorable for several reasons.

First, Israel has established an Apartheid state as defined by international law. This has been attested by countless
international organizations and legal bodies, and confirmed more recently by ESCWA'’s 2017 report on the matter.
Israel is an ethnocracy that exercises racially discriminatory policies against the Palestinian people as a whole. It
gives any Jew worldwide the right to obtain Israeli citizenship yet denies it to any Palestinian with ancestral links to
the country. Israeli “nationality” is enjoyed strictly by Jews, while Palestinians are distinctively given “citizenship” only.
Palestinians who are citizens of Israel are denied from enjoying the same fundamental social services as their Jewish
counterparts; they experience discrimination in access to education, healthcare and residency rights. They are subject
to restrictive zoning laws, limited budget allocations, inferior social services, and are disadvantaged in professional
opportunities. Israel enforces a dual legal system whereby Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian territories are
governed by strict military law, while the seemingly superior illegal Jewish settlers are governed by Israeli civil law.
Israel also has an unmistakable predilection for European Jews, treating Arab Jews, namely Ethiopians (Falashas), as
third-class citizens with deliberate socioeconomic disengagement. All of these actions are unquestionable indications
of an apartheid State laced with white supremacy that practices institutional racism and hierarchical citizenship on the
basis of ethnicity andreligion.

Second, is the unlawful exploitation of Palestine’s natural resources in order to expedite the expansion of the Israeli
state. Israel’'s belligerent expropriation of private land has left indigenous Palestinian communities with less than 15
percent of historical Palestine. Of the land remaining, 60 percent of the West Bank is under full Israeli military and civil
control, classified as “Area C”.

Israeli policies result in alarming disparities in access to water between Palestinians and Israelis; these policies
determine the amount of water Palestinians can extract from aquifers, such that the collection of rain and spring water
through most of the West Bank is controlled, and the drilling of new water wells without permits is strictly prohibited.

Third, is the destruction and exhaustion of the agricultural and food sectors in Palestine. Thousands of acres of
Palestinian agricultural land have been razed and uprooted by Israeli authorities. Approximately over 3 million trees
have been uprooted since the year 2000, most of which are olive trees, and sometimes at a rate of one tree per minute.
While an estimated 90 percent of Palestinian communities own olive groves within, or around, Israeli settlements,
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they are frequently denied access to their own agricultural land by the Israeli occupation authorities under ‘security
reasons’. The olive oil industry, including olive oil and its by-products, and table olives, supports between 80,000 and
100,000 Palestinian families. Furthermore, 30-40 percent of agricultural arable land in what was considered as Gaza's
food basket is inaccessible due to military imposed ‘buffer zones’. In Gaza, these constraints have left 47 percent of
the population as food insecure, and approximately 80 percent dependent on international aid. Palestinians have relied
on agriculture and olives for centuries, and the predmeditated attack on Palestine’s emblematic source of livelihood
and food is a means of annihilating the Palestinian people, their history, identity, culture andheritage.

Fourth, is Israel's now decade-long land, air and sea blockade in Gaza. The blockade locks 2 million people who
must live with devastated public infrastructure, disrupted trade, including food and agricultural imports, restriction
on people’s movement across borders. The siege has disrupted the delivery of basic services including water and
electricity; between 90 and 95 percent of Gaza's water supply is non-drinkable and 40 percent of the population
receive just 5 to 8 hours of water supply every 3 days. As DovWeisglass, the former adviser to then Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert, so impassively put it, the idea is to “put the Palestinians on a diet, but not to make them die of
hunger.” The siege has also impeded access to essential medical treatment and medicines, denying the people of
Gaza of their basic human right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mentalhealth.

Yet, despite all the aforementioned crimes against humanity, Israel as the occupying power, has failed to meet
international law in protecting Palestinian civilians and land, the Israeli occupation authorities and illegal settlers
continue to operate unabated with rare indictment or accountability.

Thus, the Israeli-African Summit will only serve to legitimize and normalize Israel's discriminatory system that
Palestinians have become painfully well accustomed with. Israel wishes to capitalise off Africa as it faces substantial
opporunity to become a global economic power with a growth forecast overtaking that of any other region in the world
between now and 2030. The summit seeks to establish strong cooperation with African countries to garner support for
Israel in an effort to overcome UN opposition. In Muslim majority countries where support for Israel is comparatively
low, new economic investments established during the summit, particularly thosein

agriculture, will serve to gain a foothold amongst Muslim populations. It is also a chance for Israel to market

its products and services across the continent; a strategic move at a time where Israel’'s economic success is
challenged by the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement. This will inevitably lead to the exploitation of
disenfranchised communities across Africa, with a blatant violation of their human and civilrights.

For us the Palestinians, it is incomprehensible that the African continent, which has previously witnessed similar
reprehensible crimes committed by Apartheid South Africa, should be subjugated to a supporter and an enforcer of
such an oppressive regime; we mustn't forget that the UN General Assembly Resolution 3151 (of 1973) condemned the
‘unholy alliance between South African racism and Zionism’. This was because Israel and Apartheid South Africa were
highly economically and militarily vested in each other. In fact Israel was the only country that opted to meet Apartheid
South Africa’s military needs in the aftermath of the 1970’s UN arms embargo on the regime.This was considered a
major uplifting factor for Israel during its economiccrisis.

It should be noted that African nations, by recognizing, assisting and cooperating with Israel, can be held legally
accountable for complicity with maintaining an apartheid regime. As such, we must thwart Israel’'s poisonous influence
in the African continent, we must rally as humanitarians and advocates of global justice and equality to prevent the
convention of the summit. In order to dismantle Israel's incessant hegemony, we must unify our efforts as defenders of
human rights and work immediately and simultaneously on the following:-
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(1) Urge member states of the African Union to boycott the summit, as we have commendably seen in South Africa,
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Mauritania; and demand that the Chair Person of the African Union Commission issue a
position against the Israeli-African Summit;

(2) Expose and strongly disavow the unethical investments that Israel has made in several African countries. These
include Israel’s rising secret arms deals in the continent that are fueling war and violence (diamond trade). This
includes those in South Sudan that have been condemned by the Security Council in 2015 as well as the large-scale
agricultural investments that have exploited and taken ownership of food and biofuel resources in Ethiopia, Kenya,
Ghana, and Coted'lvoire;

(3) Realize that Africa should autonomously improve and build its extraordinary promising capital to prevent Israel
from entering the continent on the false premise of aid and development. As such, we should encourage a Popular
African-Arab Summit and establish a pan-African Front for Development that seek to (1) enhance African nations’
sovereignty over their own rich natural resources; (2) attract genuine and just investments that are in line with a
fundamental human rights-based approach; (3) facilitate the transfer of knowledge and expertise locally to empower

communities in a sustainablemanner;

(4) Urge all African private companies and businesses, particularly those that are invited to the summit, to refrain from
attending and cooperating with Israeli companies; and

(5) Call on civil society organizations, social movements, food sovereignty networks, religious groups, research and
media networks to bring attention to the perilous summit and shed light on the attrocities committed by the Israelistate.
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